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INTRODUCTION
The	 tilapiine	 fishes	 are	 originally	 an	 ex-
clusively	African	 group	 of	 species	 (Trewavas,	
1983;	Pullin,	1988).	They	have	been	introduced	
in	 different	 parts	 of	 the	world	 for	 biocontrol	
of	 aquatic	weeds	 and	 insects	 for	 improve	 or	 to	
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nagement	(Welcomme,	1988).	It	is	an	omnivorous	
species	with	parental	care	and	territorial	habits.	







Nile	 tilapia	was	 introduced	 in	the	North	of	 the	
country	(Misiones	province)	at	the	end	of	1930,	
and	later	other	imports	were	made	in	1950,	1980	
and	1990.	All	 these	 introductions	and	 transfers	


















of	O. niloticus	were	 captured	with	 a	 80	 to	 110	










data	 (precision	1°	 latitude	 x	 1°	 longitude)	 from	
January	 1982	 to	 February	 2010	 were	 taken	
from	http://podaac.jpl.nasa.gov/poet	 (Reynolds	
&	Smith,	1994;	Reynolds	et al.,	2002).	Then,	the	







and	490	 g	 respectively.	The	 last	 two	 specimens	
were	females,	one	in	spawning	stage.











decades	 and	 culture	 by	Paraguay,	 and	 conside-
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the	introduction	of	O.	mossambicus, O. niloticus 
and O. spp	in	Venezuela has	been	the	main	cause	
of	the	extinction	of	the	autochthonous	atherínid	
Atherinella venezuelae (Infante,	1985, Solórzano	et 
al.,	2001).	This	country	also	lost	more	than	50%	of	
its	diversity	(from	23	to	10	species)	after	12	years	
of	 the	 introduction	 of	 tilapia	 (Carvajal,	 1965).	
Tilapia	also	surpassed	the	lagoon	and	populated	






devoted	 to	 its	 cultivation.	Therefore,	 the	 intro-











































However,	 it	 is	 proved	 that	 tilapia	 is	 a	 very	
resistant	species	and	is	able	to	survive	in	extreme	









temperature	would	 be	 a	 limiting	 factor	 to	 the	
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